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Sandy beaches, surf-swept headlands, tranquil lakes, 
rocky islands and an almost impenetrable rain forest are 
beautifully blended in Pacific Rim National Park. 


This Vancouver Island National Park, with a front door 
to the Pacific Ocean, has three distinct areas for visitor 
interest 


Long Beach — is no misnomer! This is a seven-mile curve 
of sand and rocky points pounded by surf. Forest trails lead 
off the beach which is back-dropped by a 4,000-foot moun- 
tain range. This 48-square mile section is ideally suited for 
most visitors travelling by car. 


The Broken Islands group — about 100 small islands at 
the entrance to Barkley Sound — covers an overall land and 
water area of about 36 square miles. Flanked by the icy fin- 
gers of the Loudon and Imperial Eagle channels, the islands’ 
sheltered lagoons offer good anchorage for boating and for 
scuba divers. 


The third area of the park, still to be incorporated, in- 
cludes the strenuous, 45-mile long Life Saving Trail between 
Bamfield and Port Renfrew. The trail was established to 
help shipwrecked sailors reach civilisation. Many who had 
managed to reach shore died because they couldn't penetrate 
the dense forest. 


Geology 

Twice during the last 200 million years volcanic rock 
extruded from the ocean's floor to form the mountains on 
Vancouver Island. Erosion flattened the first mountains. 
After the second upheaval huge glaciers slowly advanced, 
sculpting the mountains and shaping the valleys. As the 
glaciers receded, streams carried sand, gravel and silt down 
towards the ocean to form the coastal plain. 


Vegetation 
The park, situated on the west side of the island, has 
a maritime climate. Heavy rain, prolonged cloudiness and 
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Sea lions 


moderate temperatures have produced the dense forest that 
dominates the landscape- 


Sitka spruce fringe the forest while cedar, hemlock and 
some amabalis fir grow inside. Areas of bog and muskeg 
support shorepine, Labrador tea and bog laurel. A thick 
growth of salal, salmonberry and huckleberry hides part of 
the forest floor. More open areas contain mosses, lily-of-the- 
valley, ferns and bunchberry. 


Mammals and Birds 
Mammals are not abundant in the deep forest although 
red squirrel, mink, marten and raccoon can occasionally be 
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seen. Black-tailed deer frequent glades along the shoreline 
and logged-over areas. Black bear are often seen around Grice 
Bay and cougar have been observed crossing roadways. 


In summer, the Pacific gray whale regularly feed off the 
Long Beach area. Sea lions frequent offshore rocks and 
harbour seals inhabit the park’s sheltered coves 


Birds in the park include such forest species as wood- 
peckers, Steller’s jay, brown creepers, red crossbills and 
chickadees. Common shoreline species are the red-throated 
Joon, great blue heron, bald eagle and black oystercatcher. 
Diving ducks, grebes, cormorants, loons, gulls and murres 
frequent park waters. 
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Pacific Rim National Park is located on the Pacific flyway 
and during the fall and spring thousands of migrating geese 
and ducks pause to feed and rest on the park’s lakes and 
estuaries. Many birds winter in the park. 


The shoreline, with its tidal pools, sea caves and surf- 
swept rocks support a yariety of life including barnacles, 
mussels, sea stars and limpets, hermit crabs and seaweed. 
Sponges, small fish and the sea anemone add to the interest- 
ing intertidal life. 


Barren at first glance, the beaches are alive with razor 
clams, beach hoppers and colourful sea worms. Shorebirds 
search the seaweed along the tide line for food. 


Offshore, schools of halibut, sole, cod and salmon feed 
on small fish, shrimp, plankton, and other organisms 


For Greater Enjoyment .. . - 

A free, natural and human history program consisting of 
conducted walks, self-guiding trails, informative publications, 
audio-visual programs and evening presentations, is offered 
to all visitors. The program is available from mid-June to 
September. 


Organized groups are invited to use these services but 
should make arrangements in advance. Programs are avail- 
able in English and French, For more information see the 
park’s Interpretive Program folder or contact the informa- 
tion centre or park office. 


What to do in the park 

Camping — A semi-serviced 90-unit campground is located 
above Green Point. Camping is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. A daily fee is charged and a maximum allowable stay 
of two weeks is enforced. 


Primitive camping areas exist on the Broken Islands but 
the area is without any docking. Access to it is by seven 
miles of open ocean. Heavy seas in this area make it hazard- 
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ous for visitors unfamiliar with these conditions. 


Hiking — The hiking trail system is incomplete but visitors 
may enjoy fascinating walks along beaches dotted with sea 
caves, tide pools, rock arches and blow holes. Woodland and 
headland trails are available too. Hikers in low-lying areas 
should make sure their route to safe ground is not cut by 
steep cliffs or rising tides. 


Fires — Campfires may be lit in the fireplaces provided; 
outdoor portable stoves may be used. Please use barbecues 
only in campgrounds or in picnic areas. Dump coals into 
park fireplaces, 


If you find an unattended fire please try to extinguish it. 
If the fire is out of control report it at once to the nearest 
park employee. 


Fishing — While fishing is probably better outside the park, 
some good spots exist. A boat is generally required and 
access is often difficult. For further information contact 
the information centre or the park office. 


Scuba diving — Because the currents are strong and unpredic- 
table, divers should avoid rocky areas. Too, curious sea lions 
have been Known to make contact with divers and on rare 
occasions haye injured the inexperienced. A wet suit is a 
necessity in the cold waters. 


Surfing, bird watching and a commercial boat tour around 
Sea Lion Rocks are other activities to be enjoyed. The boat 
tour loads at the north end of Long Beach. 


On a clear day Radar Hill — off Highway 4 at the north 
end of the park — offers a magnificent view of the surround- 
ing area. 


Climatic conditions vary — quite suddenly — from warm 
to cool, wet weather. Come prepared. 
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Where to get information 

Detailed information may be obtained at the information 
centre located near the Long Beach campground on Highway 
4, and at the administration office on Ocean Terrace, Long 
Beach. Uniformed staff will also answer your questions, pro- 
vide maps, outline travel routes and refer you to park areas 
and facilities. 


Additional information may be obtained by writing to 
The Superintendent, Pacific Rim National Park, Box 280, 
Ucluelet, British Columbia, VOR 3A0_ 


[Ise Indian and Affaires indiennes 
Northern Affairs et du Nord 
Parks Canada Parcs Canada 
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